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Ana Dominguez was happy in San Jose, but everything changed when her dad moved the family to

Half Moon Bay, California, to open a law practice. Her parents think she's settling into her new

school nicely, but she has them fooled. Riley, the most popular girl in school, has picked Ana as

enemy #1, and Tyler, Ana's crush, doesn't even know Ana exists.  When Ana ends up in detention

with Riley, her life suddenly changes. When Ana, Riley, Christine, and Zoe share their essays on

"The Day My Life Changed," it turns out they have more in common than they ever would have

imagined. Now as Ana lives out her faith, she and Zoe are determined to befriend Riley and

Christine. But the drama of high school life has only just begun. . . .
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The Miracle Girls is written entirely in Ana's voice. As the mother of a 14 year-old I can vouch for the

fact that the narrative voice is very authentic. It is sarcastic, intelligent, and distinctly teenaged.

Reading The Miracle Girls feels like eavesdropping on a teenage girl's conversation with her best

friend.Ana is a unique teen. Her parents immigrated from Mexico shortly after her birth. Her father is

a lawyer, and apparently a very successful one because Ana wants for nothing in the material

sense. She lives in a mansion and her mother spends her days redecorating the new house with the



assistance of an interior designer. They employ a live-in cook-slash-housekeeper, and shop at

Bloomingdales and Nordstrom. For a 14 year-old, Ana is only mildly rebellious, especially

considering that her parents are extremely strict. Ana has her sights set on a medical degree from

Princeton and needs to graduate high school first in her class in order to secure admission to the Ivy

League.Current culture references abound in this book. Ana talks about iPods, email, instant

messaging, Google searches, Nutter Butters and Vera Wang. Again, this adds to the authenticity of

the story while giving it a distinctly contemporary feel.One of the more interesting aspects of this

book is how the pressures of high school are depicted. Of course, there is peer pressure. Ana wants

to fit in with the popular crowd, but she is different, mainly due to her Christian faith. Lucky for her,

she finds two very good friends relatively quickly in her new school, and meets several other friends

(and, eventually, a boyfriend) in her church youth group.The authors also dealt with academic

pressures, which we've heard a lot about in the media in the past year or two.

Ana Dominguez is the new girl in school. Just trying to blend in, she unfortunately finds herself in

detention for trying to do the right thing. As luck would have it, she's stuck along with Riley the most

popular girl in school. Their assignment is to group up with two other girls, Christine and Zoe, and

write an essay on "The Day That Changed My Life." That's when Ana discovers that this group was

meant to be together as they wouldn't be sitting there if a miracle hadn't happen in their life. Four

very different girls who would normally never be friends find out that they have more in common

than they expect. However friendship doesn't come quick and easy, there is high school drama that

must ensue first....I have always enjoyed Anne and May's books. They write for the the Christian

girls that do enjoy living in a secular world. They know that there are Christian girls who like

designer shoes, dating guys and going out for a night in the city. Their books are like a fresh breath

of air to those who are tired of reading cookie cutter characters. This book tells what it's really like in

high school. There's the over-achieving of trying to get into a top college, cliques, feeling out of

place, trying not to stand out too of the crowd, it's all there in this book. I actually did appreciate how

even fellow Christian girls are still capable of being snobs no matter how strong their faith is. This

happened to me in high school and I felt a kinship with the girls who experienced Riley's attitude

towards them. Off topic, I loved the name Riley for a female character. There is some label name

dropping in the book but it's just enough to make the reader feel that the authors know their

audience. It's certainly not the overload you get from mainstream series.
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